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The present report form is for the use of countries which have ratifi ed the Convention. It has been 
approved by the Governing Body of the International Labour Offi ce, in accordance with article 22 of 
the ILO Constitution, which reads as follows: “Each of the Members agrees to make an annual report 
to the International Labour Offi ce on the measures which it has taken to give effect to the provisions 
of the Conventions to which it is a party. These reports shall be made in such form and shall contain 
such particulars as the Governing Body may request.”

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE FOR DRAWING UP REPORTS

First reports

If this is your Government’s fi rst report following the 
entry into force of the Convention in your country, 
full information should be given on each of the provi-
sions of the Convention and on each of the questions 
set out in the report form.

Subsequent reports

In subsequent reports, information need normally be 
given only:

(a) on any new legislative or other measures affecting 
the application of the Convention;

(b) in reply to the questions in the report form on 
the practical application of the Convention (for 
example, statistics, results of inspections, judicial or 
administrative decisions) and on the communica-
tion of copies of the report to the representative 
organizations of employers and workers and on any 
observations received from these organizations;

(c) in reply to comments by the supervisory bodies: 
the report must contain replies to any comments 
regarding the application of the Convention in 
your country which have been made by the Com-
mittee of Experts on the Application of Conven-
tions and Recommendations or by the Conference 
Committee on the Application of Standards.
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 I. Please give a list of the legislation and administrative regulations, etc., which apply the provisions of 
the Convention. Where this has not already been done, please forward copies of the said legislation, 
etc., to the International Labour Offi ce with this report.

  Please give any available information concerning the extent to which these laws and regulations have 
been enacted or modifi ed to permit, or as a result of, ratifi cation.

 II. Please indicate in detail for each of the following Articles of the Convention the provisions of the 
abovementioned legislation and administrative regulations, etc., or other measures under which each 
Article is applied.

If in your country ratifi cation of the Convention gives the force of national law to its terms, please 
indicate by virtue of what constitutional provisions the ratifi cation has had this effect. Please also 
specify what action has been taken to make effective those provisions of the Convention which 
require a national authority to take certain specifi c steps for its implementation, such as measures 
to defi ne the exact scope of the Convention and the extent to which advantage may be taken of 
permissive exceptions provided for in it, measures to draw the attention of the parties concerned 
to its provisions, and arrangements for adequate inspection and penalties.
If the Committee of Experts or the Conference Committee on the Application of Standards has 
requested additional information or has made an observation on the measures adopted to apply 
the Convention, please supply the information asked for or indicate the action taken by your 
Government to settle the points in question.

Article 1

1. Each Member of the International Labour Organisation ratifying the present Convention 
undertakes to prohibit, with the exceptions provided for in Article 2, the use of white lead and sulphate 
of lead and of all products containing these pigments, in the internal painting of buildings, except 
where the use of white lead or sulphate of lead or products containing these pigments is considered 
necessary for railway stations or industrial establishments by the competent authority after consulta-
tion with the employers’ and workers’ organisations concerned.

2. It shall nevertheless be permissible to use white pigments containing a maximum of 2 per cent 
of lead expressed in terms of metallic lead.

Please give a list of any cases where the use of white lead or sulphate of lead or products contain-
ing these pigments has been considered necessary by the competent authority after consultation with the 
employers’ and workers’ organizations concerned, stating what is the competent authority in your country 
for this purpose and what means have been adopted for the consultation of the employers’ and workers’ 
organizations concerned.
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Article 2

1. The provisions of Article 1 shall not apply to artistic painting or fi ne lining.

2. The Governments shall defi ne the limits of such forms of painting, and shall regulate the use 
of white lead, sulphate of lead, and all products containing these pigments, for these purposes in 
conformity with the provisions of Articles 5, 6 and 7 of the present Convention.

Where advantage has been taken of the exemption provided for in the fi rst paragraph of this Article 
please state what defi nition of the limits of such forms of painting has been laid down. Please forward 
copies of the regulations which may have been drawn up, pursuant to the second paragraph of this Article, 
in conformity with the provisions of Articles 5, 6 and 7, unless they have already been communicated to 
the International Labour Offi ce.

Article 3

1. The employment of males under eighteen years of age and of all females shall be prohibited 
in any painting work of an industrial character involving the use of white lead or sulphate of lead or 
other products containing these pigments.

2. The competent authorities shall have power, after consulting the employers’ and workers’ 
organisations concerned, to permit the employment of painters’ apprentices in the work prohibited by 
the preceding paragraph, with a view to their education in their trade.

Please state whether permission has been granted for the employment of painters’ apprentices in 
the conditions laid down in the second paragraph; please state also what methods were adopted for the 
consultation of the employers’ and workers’ organizations concerned.

Article 4

The prohibitions prescribed in Articles 1 and 3 shall come into force six years from the date of the 
closure of the Third Session of the International Labour Conference.

Article 5

Each Member of the International Labour Organisation ratifying the present Convention under-
takes to regulate the use of white lead, sulphate of lead and of all products containing these pigments, 
in operations for which their use is not prohibited, on the following principles:
I. (a) White lead, sulphate of lead, or products containing these pigments shall not be used in 

painting operations except in the form of paste or of paint ready for use;
(b) measures shall be taken in order to prevent danger arising from the application of paint in 

the form of spray;
(c) measures shall be taken, wherever practicable, to prevent danger arising from dust caused by 

dry rubbing down and scraping.
II. (a) Adequate facilities shall be provided to enable working painters to wash during and on ces-

sation of work;
(b) overalls shall be worn by working painters during the whole of the working period;
(c) suitable arrangements shall be made to prevent clothing put off during working hours being 

soiled by painting material.
III. (a) Cases of lead poisoning and of suspected lead poisoning shall be notifi ed, and shall be sub-

sequently verifi ed by a medical man appointed by the competent authority;
(b) the competent authority may require, when necessary, a medical examination of workers.

IV. Instructions with regard to the special hygienic precautions to be taken in the painting trade shall 
be distributed to working painters.

Please give full information concerning the regulations made under Article 5 and their application, 
in relation to each of the paragraphs of the Article.

In particular please furnish information on the following points: (a) to what extent are special pre-
cautions required in the use of paint in the form of spray; (b) to what extent are facilities for washing and 
cleanliness required to be given for workers in small establishments as well as in large undertakings.



– 4 –

Article 6

The competent authority shall take such steps as it considers necessary to ensure the observance 
of the regulations prescribed by virtue of the foregoing Articles, after consultation with the employers’ 
and workers’ organisations concerned.

Please give a summary of any steps which may have been taken in pursuance of this Article, stating 
in what manner the employers’ and workers’ organizations concerned were consulted.

Article 7

Statistics with regard to lead poisoning among working painters shall be obtained:
(a) as to morbidity – by notifi cation and certifi cation of all cases of lead poisoning;
(b) as to mortality – by a method approved by the offi cial statistical authority in each country.

Please give any statistics with regard to lead poisoning among working painters which may have been 
obtained, describing the statistical methods adopted.

 III. Please state to what authority or authorities the application of the abovementioned legislation and 
administrative regulations, etc., is entrusted, and by what methods application is supervised and 
enforced. In particular, please supply information on the organization and working of inspection.

 IV. Please state whether courts of law or other tribunals have given decisions involving questions of prin-
ciple relating to the application of the Convention. If so, please supply the text of these decisions.

 V. Please give a general appreciation of the manner in which the Convention is applied in your country, 
including, for instance, extracts from the reports of the inspection services, and, if such statistics 
are available, information regarding the number of workers covered by the relevant legislation, the 
number and nature of the contraventions reported, etc.

 VI. Please indicate the representative organizations of employers and workers to which copies of the 
present report have been communicated in accordance with article 23, paragraph 2, of the Constitu-
tion of the International Labour Organization.1 If copies of the report have not been communicated 
to representative organizations of employers and/or workers, or if they have been communicated 
to bodies other than such organizations, please supply information on any particular circumstances 
existing in your country which explain the procedure followed.

  Please indicate whether you have received from the organizations of employers or workers concerned 
any observations, either of a general kind or in connection with the present or the previous report, 
regarding the practical application of the provisions of the Convention or the application of the 
legislation or other measures implementing the Convention. If so, please communicate a summary 
of the observations received, together with any comments that you consider useful.

1 Article 23, paragraph 2, of the Constitution reads as follows: “Each Member shall communicate to the representative 
organisations recognised for the purpose of article 3 copies of the information and reports communicated to the Director-
General in pursuance of articles 19 and 22.”


