
Article 31 – The right to housing 
 
With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to housing, the Parties undertake to take 
measures designed: 
1. to promote access to housing of an adequate standard; 
2. to prevent and reduce homelessness with a view to its gradual elimination; 
3. to make the price of housing accessible to those without adequate resources. 
 
Information to be submitted  
 
Article 31§1 
1) Please describe the general legal framework. Please specify the nature of, reasons for and 
extent of any reforms. 
2) Please indicate the measures taken (administrative arrangements, programmes, action plans, 
projects, etc.) to implement the legal framework. 
3) Please provide pertinent figures, statistics or any other relevant information to demonstrate 
effective access to adequate housing, including the length of waiting periods. 
 
Article 31§2 
1) Please describe the general legal framework. Please specify the nature of, reasons for and 
extent of any reforms. 
2) Please indicate the measures taken (administrative arrangements, programmes, action plans, 
projects, etc.) to implement the legal framework. 
3) Please provide pertinent figures, statistics or any other relevant information on the number of 
homeless, emergency and longer-term measures for homeless, as well as evictions. 
 
Article 31§3 
1) Please describe the general legal framework. Please specify the nature of, reasons for and 
extent of any reforms. 
2) Please indicate the measures taken (administrative arrangements, programmes, action plans, 
projects, etc.) to implement the legal framework. 
3) Please provide statistics or any other relevant information on construction of social dwellings 
and housing allowances (number of applicants and of recipients, criteria to fulfil to benefit from the 
allowance). 
 
Scope of the provisions as interpreted by the ECSR 
Paragraph 1: States party must guarantee to everyone the right to adequate housing, in particular 
to vulnerable groups. The notion of adequate housing must be defined in law. Adequate housing 
means a dwelling which is structurally secure, safe from a sanitary and health point of view and not 
overcrowded, with secure tenure supported by the law. It is incumbent on the public authorities to 
ensure that housing is adequate through different measures, as well as that waiting periods for 
access to adequate housing are not  excessive. 
The effectiveness of the right to adequate housing implies its legal protection. Adequate procedural 
safeguards are requested. Tenants or occupiers must be given access to affordable and impartial 
judicial remedies. 
Paragraph 2: Action to prevent categories of vulnerable people from becoming homeless and 
gradually reduce homelessness, towards its elimination. Reducing homelessness implies the 
introduction of emergency and longer-term measures, such as the provision of immediate shelter 
and care for the homeless as well as measures to help such people overcome their difficulties and 
to prevent them from returning to a situation of homelessness. 
Existence of procedures to limit the risk of evictions and to ensure that when these do take place, 
they are carried out under conditions which respect the dignity of the persons concerned. 
Paragraph 3: An adequate supply of affordable housing must be ensured: through the appropriate 
measures for the provision of housing of an adequate standard, and through housing allowances, 
which is an individual right.. Legal remedies must be available in case of refusal of the allowance. 


