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INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE

REPORT FORM

FOR THE

HEALTH PROTECTION AND MEDICAL CARE
(SEAFARERS) CONVENTION, 1987 (No. 164)

The present report form is for the use of countries which have ratified the Convention. It has been
approved by the Governing Body of the International Labour Office, in accordance with article 22 of
the ILO Constitution, which reads as follows: “Each of the Members agrees to make an annual report to
the International Labour Office on the measures which it has taken'to give effect to the provisions of
Conventions to which it is a party. These reports shall be made in such form and shall contain such
particulars as the Governing Body may request.” L

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE FOR DRAWING UP REPORTS

First reports example, statistics, results of inspections, judicial

If this is your Government’s first report following the or adm}mi’_tratlv? deplslo?seh and r?r‘t ?ﬁe
entry into force of the Convention in your country, communication ol coplés of iae report 10 ihé
full ‘information should be given on each of the representative organisations of employers and
provisions of the Convention and on each of the workers and on any observations received from

questions set out in the report form. these organisations; . .
(c) replies to comments by supervisory bodies: the

report must contain replies to any comments

Subsequent reports . gt e
7 4 regarding the application of the Convention in’

In subsequent reports, information need normally be your country which may have been addressed to
given only on the following points: : your Government by the Committee of Experts
(a) any new legislative or other measures affecting or by the Conference Committee on the

the application of the Convention; Application of Conventions and Recom-
(b) replies to the questions in the report form on the mendations.

" practical application of the Convention (for
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Article 22 of the Constitution of the ILO

Report for the period.....cevvvevesiveeeeniirnnnecncians 170 RN feveerrrnraeersnanesesenees RN
made by the GOVernment Of ........cceveeevirirreiiiecciii e

on the

HEALTH PROTECTION AND MEDICAL CARE (SEAFARERS)
CONVENTION, 1987 (No. 164)

(ratification registered O .......ccccevrvererircersriscseeneeeennenes )

I. Article 2 of the Conventlon reads as follows:

Effect shall be given to this Convention by national laws or: regulauons collective agreements
works rules, arbitration awards or court decisions or other means appropriate to national
conditions.

Please state whether the provisions of the Convention are applied by means of:

(a) national laws or regulations;

(b) collective agreements or works rules;

(c) arbitration awards or court decisions;

(d) in some other manner.

Please give a list of the measures which apply the provisions of the Convention and indicate their

scope. Where this has not already been done, please forward copies of the relevant laws, regulations,
agreements, awards, etc., to the International Labour Office with this report.

Please state whether the above measures have been adopted or modified to permit, or as a result of,
ratification.

II. Please indicate in detail for each of the following Artlcles of the Convention the provisions of the
above-mentloned laws and reg‘j tlons, or other measures, whlch gl've ‘effect to’ ‘the Artlcle. '

law 'mto 1ts ternis,, please
_ effect Please also

and to institute the practlcal arangements and procedures reqmred for lts lmplementatlon

If the Committee of Experts or the Conference Committee on the Application of Conventiens and
Recommendations has requested additional information or has made an observation on the
measures adopted to apply the Convention, please supply the information asked for or indicate the
action taken by your Government to settle the points-in question.

Article 1

1., ThlS Conventlon apphes to, every seagoing ship whether pubhcly or pnvately owned Wthh is.
reglstered in the territory of any Member for which the Converition i is in force and whlch is ordmanly
engaged in commercial. maritime navigation.

2. To the extent it deems practicable, after consultation with the representative organisations of
fishing“vessel owneérs' and fishermen, ‘the'competent authority shall apply the provisions of this

Conventlon to commercial aritirie ﬁshmg

3.1In the event of doubt as to whether or not any ships-aré to be: regarded asengaged in commercial
maritithe navigation or commercial maritiime fishing for the purpose of this Convention, the quéstion
shall be determined by the competent authority after consultatlon with the orgamsatlons of shipowners,
seafarers and fishermen concerned.

4. For the purpose of this Convention the term “seafarer” means any person who is employed in any
capacity on board a seagoing ship to which this Convention applies.

Paragraph 2. Please indicate to what extent the provisions of the Convention are applied to
commercial maritime fishing and provide information on the consultanons which have taken place in
this regard. .
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Paragraph 3. Please supply information on such cases as may have occurred, the manner in which
they were settled and the consultations which took place in this regard.

Article 3

Each Member shall by national laws or regulations make shipowners responsible for keeping ships
in proper sanitary and hygienic conditions.

Article 4

Fach Member shall ensure that measures providing for health protection and medical care for

seafarers on board ship are adopted which: :

(a) ensurethe application to seafarers of any general provisions on occupational health protection and
medical care relevant to the seafaring profession, as well as of special provisions peculiar to work on
board;

(b) aim at providing seafarers with health protection and medical care as comparable as possible to
that which is generally available to workers ashore;

(c) guarantee seafarers the right to visit a doctor without delay in ports of call where practicable;

(d) ensure that, in accordance with national law and practice, medical care and health protection while
a seafarer is serving on articles are provided free of charge to seafarers; '

(e) are not limited to treatment of sick or injured seafarers but include measures of a preventive
character, and devote particular attention to the development of health promotion and health
education programmes in order that seafarers themselves may play an active part in reducing the
incidence of ill health among their number. ' . .

Paragraph (a). Please indicate what are the general provisions on occupational health protection and
medical care that are applied to seafarers.

Paragraph (b). Please indicate to what extent the health protection and medical care provided to
seafarers differ from that which is generally available to workers ashore.

Paragraph (). Please describe the measures of a preventive character and the health promotion and
health education programmes that have been adopted in accordance with this provision.

'Article 5

1. Every ship to which this Convention applies shall be required to carry a medicine chest.

2. The contents of the medicine chest and the medical equipment carried on board shall be
-prescribed by the competent authority taking into account such factors as the type of ship, the number
of persons on board and the nature, destination and duration of voyages.

3. In adopting or reviewing the national provisions concerning the contents of the medicine chest
~ and the medical equipment carried on board, the competent authority shall take into account
- international recommendations in this field, such as the most recent edition of the International
medical guide for ships and the List of essential drugs published by the World Health Organisation, as
well as advances in medical knowledge and approved methods of treatment.

4. The medicine chest and its contents as well as the medical equipment carried on board shall be
properly maintained and inspected at regular intervals, not exceeding 12 months, by responsible
persons designated by the competent authority, who shall ensure that the expiry dates and conditions of
storage of all medicines are checked. ‘

5. The competent authority shall ensure that the contents of the medicine chest are listed and
labelled with generic names in addition to any brand names used, expiry dates and conditions of
storage, and that they conform to the medical guide used nationally.

6. The competent authority shall ensure that where a cargo which is classified dangerous has not
been included in the most recent edition of the Medical first aid guide for use in accidents involving
dangerous goods published by the International Maritime Organisation, the necessary information on
the nature of the substances, the risks involved, the necessary personal protective devices, the relevant
medical procedures and specific antidotes is made available to the master, seafarers and other
interested persons. Such specific antidotes and personal protective devices shall be on board whenever
dangerous goods are carried.

~ 7.1In cases of urgent necessity and when a medicine prescribed by qualified medical personnel fora
seafareris not available in the medicine chest, the shipowner shall take all necessary steps to obtain it as
soon as possible.

Paragraph 4. Please provide particulars concerning the status and qualifications of persons
responsible for inspecting medicine chests and medical equipment. .
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Article 6

1. Every ship to which this Convention applies shall be required to carry a ship’s medical guide
adopted by the competent authority.

2. The medical guide shall explain how the contents of the medicine chest are to be used and shall be
designed to enable persons other than a doctor to care for the sick or injured on board both w1th and
without ‘medical advice by radio or satellite communication.

3. In adopting or reviewing the ship’s medical guide used nationally, the competent authority shall
take into account international recommendations in this field, including the most recent edition of the
International medical guide for ships and the Medical first aid guide for use in accidents involving
dangerous gooa’s

Please supply a samp[e copy of the medzcal guide adopted by the competent authorzty

Article 7
1. The competent authority shall ensure by a pre-arranged system that medical advice by radio or

satellite commumcatmn to ShlpS at sea, 1nclud1ng spec1a11st,adv1ce isavailable at any hour of the day or
mght S e . ‘ Sy

. 2. Such.. medrcal adv1ce 1nclud1ng the onward transrnrssron of medical. messages by radlo or
satelhte communication between a ship and those ashore giving: the adyice, .shall be available free of
charge to all ships, 1rrespect1ve of the territory.in:which they are regtstered

3 With a viewto ensuringithat opt1mum use'is: made of facﬂltles avallable for medlcal adv1ce by

radio- or:satellite:communication:

(@) all ships to which this Convention applies whrch are equtpped w1th rad1o 1nstallat10ns shall carry a
complete. 11st of radio stations through Wthh medical. adv1ce .can be obtained; ., . .

(b) all ships to which this Convention apphes which are, ‘equtpped w1th 8y system of satelhte
commun1cat1on shall carrya complete l1st of coast earth statlons through wh1ch medlcal adv1ce can
be' obtained; y

(c) the lists shall be kept up to date and 1n the custody of the pe on on board respons1b1e for
cornmumca’uon dutles - "

4. Seafarers on board requestmg medlcal advice by radio or satelhte comrnumcatlon shall be
instructed in the use of the ship’s medical guide and the medical section of the most recent edition of the
International code of signals published by the International Maritime Organisation so as to enable them
to understand the type of 1nformat1on needed by the advrsmg doctor as well as the advice
received: . i NI S

5. Thecompetent authonty shall ensure that doctors prov1d1ng medrcal adv1ce in accordance with
this Article receive appropriate training and are-aware of* shrpboard condltlons S

Paragraph ] Please gzve a’etazls of the pre—arranged system for provza’mg mea’zcal advzce by raa'zo and
satellzte

Paragraphs 4 and 5 Please glve detazls on the znstructzon and traznzrzg provzded
Y . R .

1 All sh1ps to. whlch thrs Convent1on apphes carrylng 100 or more seafarers and ordlnanly engaged
on international voyages of more than three days’ duration shall carry a-medical:doctor as a member of

the crew, responsible for providing medical care.. , . i . e

-~ 2. National-laws:or regulations-shall. determirie which other- sh1ps shall be -required to carrya
medlcal doctor as a member of the crew, taking into account, inter alia, such factors as: the duration,
nature and conditions of the.voyage and the number of seafarers on board :

Paragraph 2. Please specify the ships or cldsses of ships a’etermmed by nattonal laws or regulatzons
for the purposes of gzvzng ejfect to thzs provzszon

e - Artlcle9 o

1. All ships to, which thts Convention apphes and wh1ch do not carry a doctor shall carry as
meémnbersof the créw one orore’ $pecified pérsons in charge of med1ca1 care and ‘the adrnlmstenng of
medicinés as' part of their régular dutiés; ‘

2. Persons in charge of medical care on board who are not doctors shall have sattsfactonly
completed a course approved by the competent authorrty of theoretlcal and apphed tramlng in. med1ca1
skills. This course shall comprise:
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(a) forships ofless than 1,600 gross tonnage which ordinarily are capable of reaching qualified medical
care and medical facilities within eight hours, elementary training which will enable such persons to
take immediate effective action in case of accidents or illnesses likely to occur on board ship and to
make use of medical advice by radio or satellite communication;

(b) for all other ships, more advanced medical training, including practical training in the
emergency/casualty department ‘of a hospital where practicable and training in life-saving
techniques such as intravenous therapy, which will enable the persons concerned to participate
effectively in co-ordinated schemes for medical assistance to ships at sea, and to provide the sick or
injured with a satisfactory standard of medical care during the period they are likely to remain on
board. Wherever possible, this training shall be provided under the supervision of a physician with
a thorough knowledge and understanding of the medical problems and circumstances relating to
the seafaring profession, including expert knowledge of radio or satellite communication medical
services.

3. The courses referred to in this Article shall be based on the contents of the most recent edition of
the International medical guide for ships, the Medical first aid guide for use in accidents involving

dangerous goods, the Document for guidance — An international maritime training guide published by
the International Maritime Organisation, and the medical section of the International code of signals as

well as similar national guides. :

4. Persons referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article and such other seafarers as may be required by
the competent authority shall tindergo refresher courses to enable them to maintain and increase their
knowlege and skills and to Keep abreast of new developments at approximately five-year intervals.

5. All seafarers, during their maritime vocational training, shall receive instruction on the
immediate action that should be taken on encountering an accident or other medical emergency on
board. : = S

6. In addition to the person or persons in charge of medical care on board, a speciﬁed._crew member
or crew members shall receive elementary training in medical care to enable him or them to take
immediate effective action in case of accidents or illnesses likely to occur on board ship.

Paragraphs 2, 3, 4 5 and 6. Please give details of the various courses and training refgrréd to in these
provisions, specifying, in the case of the refresher courses provided for in accordance with paragraph 4, the
time intervals at which they shall be taken. .

Articlek 10

All éhips to which this Convention applies shall provide all possible medical assisfahce, where -
practicable, to other vessels which may request it. ‘

" Article 11

1.Inany ship of 50(5 or m.ore-‘gross tonnage, carrying 1 5 or more seafarers and engaged in a voyage of
more than three days’ duration, separate hospital accommodation shall be provided. The competent
authority may relax this requirement in respect of ships engaged in coastal trade.

2. In any ship of between 200 and 500 gross tonnage and in tugs this Article shall be applied where
reasonable and practicable. o : .

3. This Article does not apply to ships primarily propelled by sail.

4. The hospital accommodation shall be suitably situated, so that it is easy of access and so that the
occupants may be comfortably housed and may receive proper attention in all weathers.

5. The hospital accommodation shall be so designed as to facilitate consultation and the giving of
medical first aid.

6. The arrangement of the entrance, berths, lighting, ventilation, heating and water supply shall be
designed to ensure the comfort and facilitate the treatment of the occupants.

7. The number of hospital berths required shall be prescribed by the competent authority.

8. Water-closet accommodation shall be provided for the exclusive use of the occupants of the
hospital accommodation, ej_t_l}ér'_ais' part of the accommodation or in close proximity thereto.

9. Hospital accommodation shall not be used for other than medical purposes.

Paragraph 1. If advantage has been taken of the exception provided for in this paragraph, please
indicate the types and sizes of vessels exempted. . '

Paragraph 2. Please indicate to what extent this Article is applied to vessels between 200 and 500
gross tonnage and to tugs.

Paragraph 7. Please indicate the number of hospital berths préscribed.



-6 —

Artzcle 12.

1. A standard medlcal report form for’ seafarers shall be adopted by the competent authority as a
modél for usé by ships’ doctors masters or persons in charge of med1cal care on board and hospitals or
doctors ashore.

2. The form shail be specially desrgned to fac111tate the exchange of med1ca1 and related information
concerning 1nd1v1dual seafarers between ship and shore i’ cases of 1llness or injury.

3. The 1nformat10n contamed in the medical report form shall be kept conﬁdentral and shall be used
for no-other. purpose than to facilitate the treatment of. seafarers. .

Please supply a sample copy of the mea'zcal report form adopted
Article ]3

1. Members for whlch this’ Convennon xs in force shall co operate w1th one another in promoting
protectron of the health of seafarers and medlcal care for them on board ship.

2. Such co- operatmn m1ght cover the. following matters: - : :

(a) developrng and co-ordinating search and rescue efforts and arrangrng prompt med1cal help and
evacuatlon atsea for.the seriously.ill.or injured on board a ship. through.such means as periodic
sh1p pos1 reportmg systems rescue co- ordrnatron centres and gmergency. hehcopter services, in

_ conforrmty w1th the provrsmns of the Internatronal Convent1on of Maritime Search and Rescue

{b) makmg optlmum'use'of ﬁshmg vessels. carrymg a doctér and stat10n1ng shrps at sea whrch can
~ provide hosprtal and rescue fac111t1es

(d) landing seafarers mi'port for emergency' treatm'ent}

(e)- repatriating seafarers hospitalised-abroad as soon 4§ pract1cable‘ in ‘accordance with the medical
o adv:lce ‘of the doctors responsible for the ‘¢ase; which: takes 1nto ac 'ount the seafarer ] wrshes and
needs; o

(f) arranging personal assistance for seafarers during repatnauon in accordance w1th the medical
advcrlce of the doctors respons1ble for the case, which takes into account the seafarer’s wishes and
needs;

(g endeavounng to set up health centres. for seafarers to:

(i) conduct research on the health’ ‘status, med1cal treatment and preventrve health care of
seafarers;
(ii) train medical and health service staff in maritime medicine;

(h) collecting and evaluating statistics concerning Joccupational acc1dents diseases and fatalities to
seafarers and integrating and harmonising them with any existing national system of statrstlcs on
occupatronal' accidents, diseases-and-fatalities-covering other categones of workers

(i)" organising international’ exchanges of: techmcal informatii
well as international training coutses; seminars'and working gf i

() providing all seafarers with:special curative and preventivehealth'and- med10a1 services in port or
making available to them general health, medical and rehabilitation services;:r

(k) arranging for the repatriation ofthe bedies or ashes, in. accordance with;the wishes ofthe next ofkin,
of deceased seafarers as soon as pract1cable . ..

3. Internatmnal co- operat1on 1n the ﬁeld of health protectlon and medwal care for seafarers shall be
based on b1later or multllateral agreements or consultatlons among Members

e B

Please supply mformatzon on any measures taken in accora’ance with thzs Artlcle mclua’mg copies of
relevant bzlateral or multilateral agreements.

III Please state to what authorlty or authorltles the appllcatlon of theé 4b e-mentloned leglslatlon, etc.,
is entrusted, and by what' methods apphcatlon is supervnsed and enforced

IV. Please state whether courts of law or other trlbunals have glven dec1s1ons mvolvmg questlons of
- principle- relatmg to the application ‘of the’ Conventlon. If so, please supply the"text of ‘these
decisions.

V.’ Please’ give also a general appreciation of the manner in which'the Convention is apphed in your
country, and attach — in so far as the information in question has not’ already been sitpplied in
connection with other questions in this. form information on the number.of séafarers covered by
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the measures giving effect to the Convention, the number and nature of the contraventions reported,
etc. .

Please indicate the representative organisations of employers and workers to which copies of the
present report have been communicated in accordance with article 23, paragraph 2, of the
Constitution of the International Labour Organisation.! If copies of the report have not been
communicated to representative organisations of employers and/or workers, or if they have been
communicated to bodies other than such organisations, please supply information on any particular
circumstances existing in your country which explain the procedure followed.

Please indicate whether you have received from the organisations of employers or workers
concerned any observations, either of a general kind or in connection with the present or the previous
report, regarding the practical application of the provisions of the Convention or the application of
the legislation or other measures implementing the Convention. If so, please communicate a copy of
the observations received, together with any comments that you consider useful.

VI

! Article 23, paragraph 2, of the Constitution reads as follows: “Each Member shall communicate to the representative
organisations recognised for the purpose of article 3 copies of the information and reports communicated to the Director-General

in pursuance of articles 19 and 22.”



