
The Italian Presidency of the Monitoring Committee of the Luxembourg 

Declaration in 2022  
 

The European Commission Action Plan for the Social Economy is a further important 
step for promoting and strengthening  the European social and economic dimension. 
Social economy entities play a crucial role to this end and employ over 13 million 
people in Europe.  
The Action Plan highlights, with a comprehensive and crosscutting approach, the need 
for an urgent action by the Union and its Member States as well all the stakeholders, 
in order to enhance all the potential of the social economy ecosystem in terms of 
social and economic transformation against the background of the green and digital 
transitions. 
Building on the experiences developed throughout the years, thanks to the 
constructive dialogue encouraged by a growing number of European Countries in the 
framework of the Monitoring Committee of the Luxembourg Declaration, the 2022 
Italian Presidency of the Monitoring Committee aims at promoting a number of 
priorities and actions in this context as an ideal forum to support and give 
programmatic momentum to social economy and to the Commission’s Action Plan. 
This impulse will be crucial in view of the expected proposal in 2023 for a Council 
Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions. 
To this end, the Italian Presidency of the Monitoring Committee will develop the 
discussion along the following objectives and topics: 
 

1. Developing new relationships between public administrations and social 

economy entities – The role of public procurement        

The first topic proposed by the Italian Presidency is linked to the role of public 

procurement as a tool to support the entities of social economy and as an area to 

foster the relationship between public administrations and social economy entities. 

Themes such as co-programming and co-planning in relation to needs and 

interventions could be further explored with the objective of strengthening the active 

involvement of social economy in public policies. The topic could also include other 

specific actions foreseen by the Action Plan, such as the involvement of social 

economy entities in the implementation of circular economy policies (National Energy 

and Climate Plans and value added tax rules) as well as in the development of 

digitalization strategies.  

2. Promoting social economy to support cities, local (small towns and villages) 

and rural areas 

With reference to the specific actions foreseen by the Action Plan to support cities to 

develop Local Green Deals and green citizenship actions, it is important to strengthen 



the involvement of social economy entities in the framework of initiatives such as the 

European Urban Initiative, the Intelligent Cities Challenge, the Circular Cities and 

Regions Initiative. A special focus will be put on smaller centers and rural areas also 

with regard to their role as supportive communities and their key functions in welfare. 

3. Supporting the development of a European network of social economy 

workshops and observatories 

Fostering co-operation among research institutions, both at national, European and 

international level, could contribute to mapping and sharing good practices as well as 

to strengthening capacity building of social economy entities, promoting volunteering 

and raising awareness on social innovation.   

In this context, a network of labs and workshops could serve as a powerful engine to 

create and boost positive dynamics and collaborative practices for social economy 

entities and public administrations, also with regard to youth entrepreneurship and 

as a tool to develop transnational networks at European and international level. 

4. Improving access to EU funding  

Obstacles to access to EU funding often derive from difficulties in strategic 

programming among different layers of governance: in order to the seize the full 

potential of EU funding, a better knowledge of all opportunities and effective 

coordination of programming between the Union and Member States is needed as 

well as withing each Member State (i.e. between decision makers and stakeholders).    

The topic will thus be tackled under the experimental angle of a new model of 

financial co-planning among different levels of government involved in economic 

programming as a way to widen access to funds and spending capacities of social 

economy entities.    

5. The primacy of people over profit 

As the Action Plan highlights, social economy covers entities sharing some main 

common principles and features. Improving the “enabling environment” for the 

development of social economy passes also through the elaboration of a common 

language as a way to strengthen and put into due value the rich diversity of social 

economy entities and their rooting with the respective territories.  

In this context, the principle "the primacy of people" is a crucial crosscutting topic 

with a particular relevance in terms of social value and strictly interlinked with 

taxation, state aid, etc…. Against this background, a reflection on some practical 

applications and common definitions will be promoted.    


